


















 
 
December 1st, 2023 
 
Mr. Scott Robertson 
Transportation Alternatives Program Manager 
Agency of Transportation 
Highway Division 
Municipal Assistance Bureau 
219 North Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
 
Dear Scott: 
 
On behalf of the Windham Regional Commission I am writing in support of the application by the 
Town of Rockingham for new crosswalks and intersection improvements to address ADA 
compliance at the Central Elementary School within the village of Bellows Falls through VTrans 
Transportation Alternatives Program. The Windham Regional Commission has conducted an 
inventory of all pedestrian infrastructure in the town of Rockingham. The intersection of School 
Street Extension and Church Place in the area of the Central Elementary School does not have 
ADA compliant ramps and there is no crosswalk in the immediate area of the school. This 
project will create a dedicated crossing on School Street Extension and bring the intersection 
into compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, ensuring all students have safe and 
convenient pedestrian access to school each day consistent with State, local and regional 
goals.  
 
The application is supported by the Windham Regional Plan, readopted June 2021 including the 
following provisions: 

 
• To provide for safe, convenient, economical, and energy efficient transportation systems 

including options such as public transit and paths for pedestrians and bicyclists, where 
appropriate; (pg. 5) 

• To plan development in order to maintain the region's land use and historic settlement 
pattern of compact villages and urban centers separated by rural countryside; (pg. 5) 



[Type here] 
 

• To promote the development and maintenance of an intermodal transportation system 
that is economically efficient and environmentally sound, and that enables the movement 
of people and goods in an energy efficient manner. (pg. 5) 

• The WRC will continue to work with towns and VTrans to reduce conflicts between traffic 
needs and everyday village functions through practices like shifting peak traffic volumes, 
traffic-calming measures, and pedestrian-safety improvements.  (pg. 11) 
 

Bellows Falls is the most populous incorporated village in the Windham Region with 
approximately 3,000 residents living within 1 square mile. Central Elementary School is an 
important local educational institution within the village and many students walk and roll to and 
from school each day. Furthermore, the school’s playground is located across School Street 
Extension at the corner of Church Place. The lack of ADA compliant ramps and a dedicated 
crosswalk in the immediate area of the school create barriers for students who live in the village 
to safely walk or roll to school, as well as limits access for children to the important recreation 
facility across the street. This project will greatly improve pedestrian accessibility to the 
elementary school, improving walkability in one of the Windham Region’s most important 
population centers in addition to promoting physical activity and social engagement for students. 
It is critical that all students in Rockingham feel safe walking and rolling to and from school as 
well as accessing the Central Elementary Playground. We strongly encourage the agency to 
fund this project.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Colin Bratton, 
Transportation Planning Program Coordinator 
Windham Regional Commission  
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December 5, 2023 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
Improvement of Atkinson Street-School Street Extension Intersection 
 
I am writing this letter in support the Village of Bellows Falls efforts to enhance and improve the 
intersection of Atkinson Street and School Street Extension. Central Elementary School is located 
on School Street Extension between Church Street and Atkinson Street. Many of our students 
access Central Elementary School by crossing Atkinson Street on a daily basis. In addition, our 
playground is located directly across School Street Extension on the corner of School Street 
Extension and Church Street. Our students must cross School Street Extension throughout the 
day.  
 
We are looking forward to working with the Village of Bellows Falls on improvements to the area 
as they will have direct benefits for our students. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Andrew Haas 
Superintendent 
 
 




















